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In 2005 I became involved 

with ASDOG as a puppy 
raiser to a handsome 

Golden Retriever now 
known as Rayner, along with 
helping out at fund raiser 
events. Since beginning 
with ASDOG, I have been 
inspired by its mission and I 
wanted to contribute however 
possible. Being elected as 
President for this wonderful 
organisation is a great 
pleasure and honour.

I wish to start my first President’s report by thanking 
ASDOG’S founder Peter Bennett for the great service and 
involvement that he has given as President since 1997.

Peter has decided not to seek re-election but is proud to 
have seen ASDOG grow from an idea into something 
that is well organised and producing well trained 
assistance dogs. ASDOG is lucky to have Peter continue 
on the committee, giving us his experience, help and 
much appreciated advice.

We are thankful for all the hard work done by our 
management committee over the past 12 months.  
We also wish to thank our members and generous donors 
for their financial support during the year. ASDOG 
continues because of your help.

My ambition as President is to see ASDOG grow and 
become nationally recognised and understood. 

This will be achieved with the help of the new board, 
members, donors and volunteers because it is only as 
a team that our goals be accomplished. I therefore 
encourage everyone to contribute, either with ideas, no 
matter how small, or by helping when ever it is possible.

ASDOG will be successful if we work together!

— Michael Losciuto, President
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ASDOG Board Members
	 President 	 Michael Losciuto
	 Vice President  	 Ian Kelf
	 Hon. Secretary 	 Louise McCarthy
	 Hon. Treasurer 	 Pam Livingstone
	 Training 	 Dianna Cooper
	 Newsletter 	 Moyna Smeaton
	 Fundraising 	 Maria Evans

Donations:
St. Ives Shopping Village 

The White Swiss Shepherd Dog Club 
Eurobodalla Canine Club Inc. 
CSC Newcastle Social Club 

Neville at Aussie Travel Cover P/L 
Back to Eden P/L 

John & Yvonne Almgren
	 Margaret Crossley 	 Helen Grant 
	 A & H.J Jamieson 	 Joan Winney 
	 Sue Wignal 	 Jean Purvis 
	 Nerissa Carr-Boyd 	 Judy & Gary Blackler 
	 Nancy Somerville 	 Maria Evans 
	 Joan M. Donaldson 	 Jane Milliken 
	 Win Bennett 	 Tish & Ross Drury 
	 Meryl Butler 	 Barbara Chappell 
	 Margo Hews-Taylor 	 Jill Ferrall

Mary Moore

New Members:
	 Maree Winston 	 Tricia Reid 
	 Louise McCarthy 	 Michael Losciuto

Jeff & Sarah Phillipson

Received Assistance From:
Belrose Bowling Club 

Joy Jackson 
Neil & Ann Jones

Thanks to:
Hanne Moore, from Kumalong Australia,  

for their gift of dog equipment.

Rebecca Glasheen & Family, for all their special help.

Thank You…

Above: Michael and Claire 
with Rayner, now ready 
to come to Dianna for his 
ASDOG training.



Peter was involved in an accident 
while racing his car on the 
race track in November 1988. 

Post accident corrective surgery left 
him in a wheelchair with tetraplegia. 
Undaunted, Peter returned to his first 
love, the German Shepherd dog, a 
breed he had lived with and trained 
before his accident and in 1992 he and 
Catja, a German Shepherd female, 
became partners.  

Peter gained an obedience title with 
her and also taught her to retrieve 
dropped articles, to open and close 
doors and to fetch his medication if 
he needed it during the night. He 
and Catja went everywhere together 
including overseas and Australian 
trips. Catja made a huge difference 
to Peter’s safety and independence. 

She gave loving companionship and 
provided an opener for conversation. 
Peter got so much from Catja’s 
company he wanted others to be 
able to enjoy the benefits of an 
Assistance dog. With the guidance 
of two Assistance Dog schools in 
the United States he got ASDOG 
up and running. It was registered in 
March 1997. 

It was around this time that I met 
Peter. I will never forget the picture 
he and Catja made — with Catja 
prancing beside Peter while looking 
up at him and waving her tail. 

While President of ASDOG, Peter 
worked with Australian Quarantine 
Inspection Service to develop the 
policy for the export and import of 
Assistance Dogs, Air New Zealand 
and Federal Airports Corporations 
to gain the right for Assistance 
Dogs to travel in airplane cabins and 

with National Parks and wildlife for 
access rights, amongst others too 
numerous to mention.

I am sure that others, especially 
those people with their own ASDOG 
Assistance Dogs, would like to thank 
Peter for his dedication in getting 
ASDOG off the ground and for 
his hard work during his years as 
President. “Thank you Peter”. 
— Dianna Cooper

President Stands Down
Right: Peter gets some loving with ASDOG 
“Judy” at a recent fund-raising event.

Below: The team that started it all. Peter 
and his beloved “Catja” who sadly passed 
away last year. Peter is now training his new 
Assistant Dog “Jed”.
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Enquiries: phone Michael on 0423 955 980

Due to the re-structuring of the ASDOG Board, we will have a new  
contact number & email address early in the new year.

Newsletter

Newsletter

Check out our website: 

www.asdog.org.au 



The Generosity of People 
Continues to Amaze!

Helen Grant has retired  
as Headmistress at 
Ravenswood Girls 

School. On school term 
Saturdays however she teaches 
those children who want extra 
English coaching. Helen is 
paid for this work but, at the 
end of each course, she donates 
every cent of her earnings to 
her two favourite charities, one 
of which is ASDOG.

On 24th September this year Dianna 
gave a short talk and a demonstration 
of Assistance dog work with Kramer 
to the children and their parents.

And at the end of it, Helen gave a 
very generous donation to ASDOG.

 
 
 

ASDOG does not know how to 
adequately thank you for this Helen. 
It certainly goes a long way towards 
helping ASDOG purchase, raise and 
train their dogs. 

ASDOG has 
some exciting 
prizes coming 
up in 2007.
Would you like to have a dinner 
party for some special friends 
without having the hassle of 
food preparation? Then have 
a professional chef come into 
your home to cook and serve 
a three course meal for you 
and 7 friends. 

Or does a day on the water on 
a boat for you and 7 of your 
friends sound good?

These are just two of the prizes 
ASDOG is offering in 2007. 
There will be more details in 
our summer newsletter and 
web site in the near future. 

Or you are welcome to phone 
for details.  

ASDOG has been running a 
small class once a week this 
year for people who want to 

teach their own dogs to carry out 
Assistance dog tasks.

This has gone well and the dogs 
ended up being able to open and 
close doors, retrieve dropped items 
to hand, to lap or to place them 
on a bench top, to follow a target 
stick and use their paws to operate 
a traffic light amongst other tasks. 
Best of all was seeing the dogs gain 
confidence throughout the year as 
they learned what they could do and 
how clever they were.

There will be another course in 
2007 and there is room for another 
2 people with their dogs.

The dogs learn through Positive 
Reinforcement methods and a 
basic understanding of clicker 
training would be an asset.    
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Teach Your Dog 
Assistance Dog Tasks

Tom Wilson is a well known  
trainer and assessor with Delta.  
He and his dog Ted did the course 
this year. 

Above: Doing wheelchair work. 
Ted is delivering a phone to Tom.

Left: Ted delivers a basket to Tom.



Spreading Our Message to OTs

During 2006 Occupational therapist Robyn Colloran, 
ASDOG trainer Dianna Cooper and Assistance 
dog in training Rayner have delivered talks and 

demonstrations to occupational therapists in hospitals in 
Sydney and in Wollongong. Robyn is the “interpreter” 
for the dog and trainer, explaining how Assistance 
dogs assist in terms that are relevant to the 
occupational therapists. 

These talk/demonstration combinations have 
received great feedback. 

Above: Rayner pulling a Canadian 
crutch out from under a table 
before delivering it to hand.
Right: Rayner demonstrates 
pushing wheelchair footplates up.

Vale Jacko

J acko, the very handsome, calm and kindly Golden Retriever 
who was Allan’s team mate for the last 5 years died of kidney 
failure at the end of November.

Allan and Jacko both made many friends when on their daily 
walks together and anyone who has come to an ASDOG fund 
raising event will remember this closely bonded team. 

Jacko helped Allan with many daily tasks such as picking up dropped 
items, opening the fridge and closing the front door when they went 
out. Allan is finding it difficult now when he drops something - and 
it has to stay on the floor until someone visits.  

But it will be Jacko’s calm, loving companionship Allan will really miss.

Rest in peace Jacko.

ASDOG will place another dog with Allan, when he is ready.
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Right: Rayner watches Dianna 
closely as she  gives her talk.

Below: Robyn gives her 
‘interpretive’ talk to OTs at 

Wollongong Hospital.

Above:  at the end of the 
demonstration Rayner’s 
jacket comes off and he and 
the OTs get to make a fuss 
of each other!

ASDOG wishes to thank Veterinarian 
Bernard Ng of Belrose for the 

extraordinary care he took of Jacko 
during his life with Alan.


