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President’s Report

would like to start my first Presidents report
I for 2008 by welcoming and congratulating

the new faces within ASDOG. Everyone’s
contribution no matter how big or small is
appreciated at all times.

I would also like to welcome everyone back
and thank you all for your constant efforts
and hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and festive
season.

Secondly, I’d like to thank and farewell those who
helped last year and some since the beginning of 2008.
Last year was an amazing year for ASDOG. We have
been successtully growing and I feel we are getting closer
to achieving our goals and the recognition that ASDOG
deserves.

We have had a significant increase in the number of
dog applications and awareness for our organisation.
"This is another step forward for us and a compliment to
all involved for their hard work which has paid off and is
receiving its just reward.

DONATIONS:
Barbara Chappell Moira L
Fanet Tinkler Nancy Somerville

Helen Grant The Algrems
Gordon Golf Club 3 Putt Club
Frank & Gina Pangallo
Back to Eden, Sydney Markets

NEW MEMBERS:
Anne & Bob Lycett

Bernice Miniter
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Many thanks go to Maria, Louise and all
those involved in the fundraising events last
year. It was very successful, probably more so
than most of our previous years. This year as
a group we will need to put our heads together
to try and achieve the same results, if not
better, as those of last year.

We will also aim to reinforce ASDOG’s
achievements and help to create the awareness
that we need to by informing, educating and establishing
relationships. I look forward to future plans, fundraisers
and events.

Once again thank you all for your help and
commitment and I look forward to hearing about what

ASDOG has in store for a big bright 2008.

Asdog will continue to be successful if we work
together!

Michael Losciuto, President
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Thank you to
Hornsby Dog
Training club

ornsby Dog Training Club has kindly
allowed ASDOG to use their clubhouse for

their weekly group dog training sessions.
This is a boon to ASDOG. In addition to ASDOG
now having an all weather training facility, it gives
people who are interested in knowing more about
the organisation and the training of the dogs a
place to come to and observe.

Hornsby Dog Training Club is a not for profit Dog

Training club, run by dedicated volunteers, that offers a PS: ASDOG is running a class in 2008. This is for
variety of training coaching; from puppy classes through experienced trainers, with practical experience in Positive
to advanced training, Agility and trialling. As with Reinforcement training, to learn how to teach their dogs
ASDOG their training methods are totally positive. the basic housebold tasks Assistance Dogs do in the house.

ASDOG'S first Christmas get together

n December last year, ASDOG
held its first Christmas get
together at St Ives Showground.

There was plenty of room for
the dogs - puppies being raised for
ASDOG, ASDOG demonstration
dogs and working Assistance dogs
- to run and play together. There
was plenty of room inside for the
tables full of food and for those at
the get together to mingle.

The get together gave the
people who have helped ASDOG
throughout the year, who have
ASDOG Assistance dogs and
who are just interested in the
organisation a chance to meet, talk
and finally put “faces to names.”

People there seemed to enjoy
themselves and all recommended

The “diehards” still there at the end of the afternoon. Front row left to right:

it should b 1 £ Helen and her ASDOG demonstration dog,Springer Spaniel Sunny; Helen with

1t shou 'e ar} R O the puppy she has raised for ASDOG, Jedda; ASDOG President, Michael. Middle
now. And it will be! row | to r: Alan and his ASDOG Assistance Dog Rayner; Sheree with her ASDOG
Assistance dog Jade; John with his Assistance dog Ruby. Back row: various
breeders of ASDOG puppies, volunteers, Board members and partners.
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by Dianna Cooper, Director of Training

enough to be invited to visit

the Guide Dogs Queensland
Breeding and Training Centre.
While there I saw many parts
of the organisation; from the
breeding and Vet facilities, through
to puppy raisers and the dogs in
training working. I also met many
of the administration staff. It was a
wonderful 2 days. Everyone I met
was friendly and generous with their
knowledge and there was much dog

I n December 2007 I was lucky

discussion and comparing Assistance
dogs with Guide Dogs.

Guide Dogs Queensland train
their dogs using Positive methods as
does ASDOG.

To top it off Guide Dogs
Queensland has now offered
ASDOG a puppy from one of their
current litters of pups. Mum Poppy
is from many generations of Guide
Dog breeding and dad is a handsome
Golden Retriever.
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Which one of these is she? Which
one of these puppies will grow

up to be an ASDOG Assistance
dog?” Poppy with her litter of nine
gorgeous pups.

Check out our website:

www.asdog.org.au
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Balance Dogs

by Dianna Cooper, Director of Training

Even this first dog showed how valuable such
a dog can be for a person with Balance issues,
giving them increased freedom and safety.

ASDOG trained its first Balance dog in 2007.

The dog was taught to Stand and Brace to many cues.
She stood and braced for a person who had fallen, was
getting up from a chair or bed or who just became
“wobbly” while walking. As she was already trained to
carry out the full range of Assistance Dog tasks before
she was introduced to Balance work, she was able to do
additional tasks that reduce or eliminate the risk of falls
due to loss of balance. These included;

* Picking up dropped or requested objects

* Bringing the cordless phone from any room in the
house

* Getting help if necessary in the event of a fall

* Taking clothes out of washing machines or items out of
low cupboards

* Carrying or pulling requested items

Later in her training the dog worked with a person
who has balance issues. The freedom she gave was
liberating. The person no longer had to hold onto her
husband’s arm when out shopping. She was able to plan
where she wanted to go and then just go there. She
reported she walked faster with the dog than she had
been able to for years and was now able to go where she
wanted to go! When she was unable to prevent a fall on

Above: Golden Retriever, Rayner, wearing the special
harness used for balance tasks

a steep footpath with cars and people all around, the
dog just stood beside the person and braced, without any
command or request, until the person was up again.

All ASDOG Assistance dogs in training are taught the
full range of Assistance dog tasks. During their training
the larger, stronger and calmer dogs are assessed as possible
future Balance dogs. The dogs can assist a person who has
balance issues, whether they are wearing the harness or not.

As no pressure must be put on the dog’s body,
applicants for a Balance dog need to have sufficient leg
strength to need balance support only. During the the
2 week training course applicants attend with their dog,
they are taught how to work with the dog so that its
physical safety is not jeopardised. Each person’s balance
issues affect them differently and the dogs are taught for
each person’s individual needs.

ASDOG welcomes enquiries about Balance Dogs.

NEXT ISSUE...

In our next issue we will feature an
article on
"Public Access Accreditation”.

What is it?
Why is it required?
What does it take to pass?

We are sure this will be of great
interest to all our readers,
so stay tuned...





